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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ISLAMABAD 7728 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, PK 

SUBJECT: ZIA SUSPENDS SENTENCES OF PTV EMPLOYEES: 

SIND GOVERNMENT FREES HUNGER STRIKERS 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 2047, (B) ISLAMABAD 7153 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: 

1 . CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR (CMLA) GENERAL ZIA-UL- 
HAQ ANNOUNCED THE SUSPENSION OF SENTENCES FOR THE 
PAKISTAN TV EMPLOYEES SENTENCED TO SIX MONTHS TO A YEAR 
OF RIGOROUS IMPRISONMENT LAST FEBRUARY. THE TV EMPLOYEES 
WERE ARRESTED UNDER THE MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC ORDER LAW 
AND MARTIAL LAW REGULATION 10 (WHICH FORBIDS INTERFERENCE 
WITH GOVERNMENT PROPERTY) WHEN THEY TOOK OVER TV 
STATIONS IN LAHORE, RAWALPINDI, PESHAWAR, 

AND MULTAN IN FEBRUARY DUE TO THE PAKISTAN TELEVISION 
MANAGEMENT'S REFUSAL TO MEET THEIR SALARY, 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 07728 081256Z 

BENEFIT AND PROMOTION DEMANDS. 

2. THE SUSPENSION OF SENTENCES IS A CONCILIATORY 
GESTURE TOWARD TV WORKERS. THE HOLY MONTH OF 
RAMAZAN BEGINS IN PAKISTAN AUG. 7 AND THIS IS A 
TRADITIONAL TIME FOR PARDONS. GEN ZIA ALSO 
ANNOUNCED SUNDAY THAT ALL PRISONERS IN THE COUNTRY 
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WOULD HAVE THEIR SENTENCES SHORTENED BY 60 DAYS. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE AUTHORITATIVE PAKISTAN TIMES 
THE SIND GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO DECIDED TO RELEASE 
33 PRISONERS WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED DURING THE 
HUNGER STRIKE BEING CONDUCTED BY MINHAJ BARNA AND 
HIS ASSOCIATES AT THE KARACHI PRESS CLUB. 

END UNCLASSIFIED/BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: 

4. COMMENT: THESE GESTURES OF GOODWILL ON THE PART 
OF THE GOP SHOW THAT IT TAKES ACTION WHEN INDIVIDUALS 
OR GROUPS SPPEAR TO BE DISRUPTING PUBLIC ORDER BUT 

IT DOES NOT HESITATE TO RELEASE OR PARDON WHEN IT 
FEELS THE THREAT HAS PASSED. BOTH PTV AND THE PRESS 
IN PAKISTAN ENJOY CONSIDERABLY MORE FREEDOM THAN 
THEY DID PRIOR TO THE JULY 1977 COUP. HUMMEL 
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